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Luke 11:42-46 – The Lord said: “Woe to you Pharisees! You pay tithes of mint and of 
rue and of every garden herb, but you pay no attention to judgment and to love for God. 
These you should have done, without overlooking the others. Woe to you Pharisees! You 
love the seat of honor in synagogues and greetings in marketplaces. Woe to you! You are 
like unseen graves over which people unknowingly walk.” Then one of the scholars of the 
law said to him in reply, “Teacher, by saying this you are insulting us too.” And he said, 
“Woe also to you scholars of the law! You impose on people burdens hard to carry, but 
you yourselves do not lift one finger to touch them.” 

Falling into the same trap. 
Do we find ourselves rooting for Jesus in this Gospel passage?  “Give it to them hard, Lord, for 
they deserve it!” We imagine ourselves there standing there ourselves, arms crossed, shaking our 
heads in a “Karen” disapproval stance at those hypocritical Pharisees. Soon, our thoughts go to 
others whom we believe should also receive a good verbal lashing. Even a priest or bishop whom 
we believe are not upholding their spiritual responsibilities. Do we find ourselves falling into 
this trap like these self-proclaimed parish-wide/diocesan “Karen’s”?  If we find these 
sentiments familiar, then we, like the Pharisees, have fallen in the same trap. Our hearts are 
bitter, though we are able to condemn like Jesus, we are not able to LOVE like Jesus. We 
forget that Jesus would lay his life down for the Pharisees as he’s calling for their 
conversion. Pointing a finger is easy, but a call to conversion comes only from a heart that 
loves. Jesus uses harsh words against the Pharisees, but only because of his intense love for 
them and for their salvation; not in bitterness toward them. If I possess any of this bitterness in 
my heart, do I need to ask for God’s grace to forgive as Christ forgives? 

“…You impose on people burdens hard to carry, but you yourselves do not lift one 
finger to touch them.” The scribes and Pharisees were supposed to know God and help others 
know Him and follow His ways. Instead, the religious leaders added to God’s Law, making it a 
cumbersome and onerous burden. And they did not follow God with a pure heart. Their religion 
was not true worship of God; rather, it was rooted in a prideful heart.  

The Grumpy Catholics’ Association (GCA)  
Is there anyone that cannot find at least one thing wrong with the parish or diocese? It’s one 
thing to see, identify, and pray for what we believe are the “wrongs” in our parish/diocese: but an 
entirely different matter to dwell on them. That is what those in the GCA do. They use this one 
Gospel passage above, or a similar one, as their lens to view all other scripture and to 
identify all of the “wrongs”. So, if these diocesan-wide “Karen’s” were to add a new mystery of 
the Rosary, what would it look like?  



The “Vengeful Mysteries”; Jesus curses the Fig Tree, Jesus 
Clears the Temple, Jesus Condemns the Scribes and 
Pharisees & rebukes on behalf of children 
 

1. Jesus Curses The Fig Tree. Mark 11:12-14  
 

The next day as they were leaving Bethany he was hungry. Seeing from a distance a fig tree in 
leaf, he went over to see if he could find anything on it. When he reached it he found nothing but 
leaves; it was not the time for figs. And he said to it in reply, “May no one ever eat of your fruit 
again!” And his disciples heard it. 

Meaning: Cursing the fig tree was Jesus’ way of saying that the whole nation had become 
spiritually barren. They (Pharisees & religious leaders) had the form (abiding laws, etc.) but not 
the heart, grace, mercy or reality of religion. They knew the right words to say, correct actions to 
take, but their hearts were far from God.  

Note: The fig tree was very common to the area in Biblical times and today. It was common 
knowledge that in Jesus’ time if you saw leaves on a fig tree, you could also expect fruit unless 
the tree was barren. 

 Does this make the passage’s meaning different to you? 

 

2. The cleansing of the temple. Mark 11:15-19 
 

They came to Jerusalem, and on entering the temple area he began to drive out those selling and 
buying there. He overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who 
were selling doves. He did not permit anyone to carry anything through the temple area.  Then 
he taught them saying, “Is it not written: ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all 
peoples’? But you have made it a den of thieves.” The chief priests and the scribes came to 
hear of it and were seeking a way to put him to death, yet they feared him because the whole 
crowd was astonished at his teaching. When evening came, they went out of the city.  

Meaning: ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples’? But you have made it a 
den of thieves.” This sentence is quoted in two Old Testament passages: Isaiah 56.7 and 
Jeremiah 7:11. Both instances were threats against the Temple establishment. What angered 
Jesus was not necessarily the monetization in the Temple (although he was also not happy about 
this) but that the market was set up in the same area, the only area where the Gentiles were 
allowed to enter. If the Gentiles are not able to engage with God in this area, they would 
have little chance or opportunity of ever being drawn close to him. This is what set Jesus off.  

Note: The Bible doesn’t actually say he was angry, but it’s a good assumption given that he 
fashioned some cords into a whip and started lashing the vendors and flipping over their tables. 



3. Jesus stared down the Pharisees & defiantly declared the man 
healed. Mark 3:1-6 – A Man with a Withered Hand.  

Again he entered the synagogue. There was a man there who had a withered hand. They watched 
him closely to see if he would cure him on the sabbath so that they might accuse him. He said to 
the man with the withered hand, “Come up here before us.” Then he said to them, “Is it lawful to 
do good on the sabbath rather than to do evil, to save life rather than to destroy it?” But they 
remained silent. Looking around at them with anger and grieved at their hardness of heart, 
he said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” He stretched it out and his hand was restored. The 
Pharisees went out and immediately took counsel with the Herodians against him to put him to 
death.  
 
Meaning: The religious leaders in Jesus day tended to value adherence to the law over caring for 
people, which is not what God intended. The rules God established were supposed to help his 
people stay in right relationship with him and others. The heart of the law was missed in the 
pursuit of following the law. In other words, they cared more about obeying the rules 
preciously that they missed what the rules were supposed to lead to. 

 

4. Let the little children come to me. – Mark 10:13-16 

Blessing of the Children. And people were bringing children to him that he might touch 
them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this he became indignant and said to 
them, “Let the children come to me; do not prevent them, for the kingdom of God belongs 
to such as these. Amen, I say to you, whoever does not accept the kingdom of God like a child 
will not enter it.” Then he embraced them and blessed them, placing his hands on them.  

Meaning: One day, while Jesus was preaching and teaching, crowds and “helicopter” parents 
hovered over him with their kids hoping to have Jesus bless them. It’s understandable. But the 
disciples, with due diligence, safeguarded Jesus’s time by barricading these aggressive parents. 
When Jesus saw what was happening, he was “indignant.” The Greek word actually means “to 
shudder or quiver.”  

Note: Jesus got mad at the religious leaders because they were phonies. Pretending to be good, 
but in reality, refusing to admit or acknowledge their own sins. Jesus calls out this hypocrisy by 
saying they wash the outside of the cup but ignore the inside (Matthew 23:25-32). They cared 
more about what people thought of them, that they would appear to be righteous. They 
ignored what was more important for the sake of appearances. It’s important to note Jesus wasn’t 
mad at them because of their sin. He was angry at them because they pretended they were 
better than they actually were. Jesus came for the sinners and the sick, but he got mad at 
those who were self-righteous.  

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2023.25-32




 



 

 





 
 

 


